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Associate Professor of Criminal Law 
Ajman University of Science and Technology- UAE. 

Abstract:

Being one of the procedures followed in initial investigation, search is considered to 
be a general procedure in criminal lawsuits. It is a crucial physical evidence in the 
detection of crimes. The study deals with electronic search owing to the fact that most 
criminals nowadays employ electronic devices in their crimes making it harder to 
collect evidence; as information can be easily concealed. There are no any procedural 
legislation in UAE regulating criminal procedures of evidence collection and 
detection of crimes; which is one of the questions raised by study. Another question is 
the inexperience of police personnel in the detection of such crimes. Inductive 
analytical approach is used by the study by which some Arabic laws, including UAE's 
ones were compared with foreign ones. Study consists of two sections; the first one 
sets forth the definition of search along with its characteristics and the way of 
conducting it. It also sets forth definition of electronic search and its conditions. The 
second section deals with the collection of electronic evidences and the body 
authorized to carry out this job. Study enumerates a number of conditions for the 
search of information system; the most salient are that there should be a reason 
behind the inspection or search; inspection place should be located; obtaining a 
written and dated search warrant and finally preparation of a report on the search's 
findings. Study sums up with the following recommendations: 1. Enacting a federal 
procedural law in the field of search and seizure in cybercrimes. 2. Providing police 
personnel with training on seizure and confiscation of electronic devices by means of 
organizing specialized training courses. 3. Activating the role of media in raising 
peoples' awareness to risks of cybercrimes.

Keywords:
Search – Information crimes – Electronic Evidence – Computer – Communication 
Devices – Initial Investigation – Evidence Collection Email Correspondence Control- 
Electronic Surveillance - Telephone Calls' Monitoring.
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