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2100 M STREET NORTHWEST | SUITE 170-417 | WASHINGTON DC | 20037
P 868-56d-V/lRE (9/173) | F 685-964 V/iRE (9473)

01/30/2013
SENT VTA U.S. MAIL

Re: Guava LLC v. Comcast Cable Communications LLC
12-MR-417 Ref #

This letter is to provide you legal notice that a lawsuit involving you has been filed in
St. Clair County, Illinois. The case, Guava LLC v. Comcast Cable Communications,
LLC, was filed on November 20, 2012 in the Circuit Court of the Twentieth Judicial
Circuit, St. Clair County, Illinois Law Division. The purpose of this letter is to put
you on notice of impending litigation and allow you the opportunity to seek legal
counsel or speak with someone from our office regarding this matter.
Our company, Guava LLC, operates computer systems on behalf of our clients, who
are adult content producers. Our computers were breached and our files were stolen.
Our engineers observed your Internet account distributing these files via BitTorrent.
BitTorrent is associated with sucli websites and software as the Pirate Bay and Trans
mission. For more information regarding BitTorrent you may reference online sources.
In the course of discovery, we issued subpoenas to various Internet Service Providers

;o obtain the identifying information of the wrongdoer^OnNovember B
UTC, our engineers observed your IP address,H^^H. trading in

,1;,,P tfere taken from our company's computers. Your ISP^jomcast, turned
over records confirming that you were the account holder of IP^^^^Hon the
date in question. Based on this information, we will seek to hold you (or the person
who used your Internet account) liable for this conduct. For your reference, we have
enclosed a copy of the petition that was filed in this lawsuit. Please understand
that if we are forced to proceed against you individually for the acts we observed
your subscriber account committing, the actual complaint naming you as a defendant
could possibly include additional counts, depending on what violations were observed.
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    renda Law Inc. 
           P r o t e c t i n g  I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r o p e r t y  

Fax :  312.893 .5677  161 N Clark St . ,  Suite 3200, Chicago,  IL 60601  Tel :  312 .880.9160  
 
 w w w .  w e f  i  g  h t  p i  r  a c  y  .  c  o  m  

P 
 
 
November 18, 2012 

 

Paul A. Duffy 

Prenda Law, Inc. 

161 N. Clark St. Ste 3200 

Chicago, IL 60601 

 

Honorable Judge Mary S. Scriven 

U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida 

Sam M. Gibbons U.S. Courthouse 

801 North Florida Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33602 

 

Re: Order at Dkt. 17 in Case no. 8:12-cv-01685-MSS-MAP 

 

Dear Judge Scriven: 

 

I have very recently been made aware that the Court ordered “a principal of Prenda Law, Inc.” to appear in person at a 

motion to dismiss hearing scheduled for November 27, 2012 in case number 8:12-cv-01685-MSS-MAP. (Dkt. 17.) As the 

sole principal of Prenda Law, Inc. (“Prenda”), that would be me. For the record, I was never served with notice of the 

Court’s order or otherwise made aware of it---until very recently via a phone call from a fellow attorney. 

 

As an initial matter, I must respectfully inform the Court that I am located in Chicago, Illinois and my attendance at the 

hearing would require air travel. Due to a recent surgery on my eye, my doctor has ordered me not to travel by air due to 

the high risk of catastrophic injury or death due to changes in air pressure. I will be pleased to provide the Court with a 

surgeon’s note upon request. Further, on November 27, 2012, I have three status hearings at 10:00 a.m. (EST) scheduled 

in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.  

 

I also respectfully question how my appearance could benefit the Court, particularly since I am not representing anyone in 

this case and have no authority to speak on anyone’s behalf. It would clearly be improper for me to make any statement in 

a matter pending in a jurisdiction in which I am not licensed and on behalf of a client that I do not represent. 

 

In light of the foregoing statements, I pray that the Court will excuse my attendance at the November 27, 2012 hearing.  

 

 

cc: Counsel of Record (via e-mail) 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul A. Duffy, Esq 
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Founding Partner Paul Duffy
Nationwide Attorney Network

MENU Paul A. Duffy, J.D.
For more than 20 years, Mr. Duffy has been fighting to protect his client's
intellectual property rights. He represents the interests of clients before
federal district and state courts involving complex consumer fraud, copyright
infringement analysis and prosecution, licensing rights, sharing agreements,
trademark infringement analysis and prosecution, and website hacking
prosecution.

Mr. Duffy and the other intellectual property attorneys of Prenda Law Inc.
have been leading a nationwide revolution against internet piracy. He has
experience with both prosecution and defense which gives him the ability to
see a case from both perspectives. Mr. Duffy's extensive technical
background, along with his dedication to comprehensive research and
innovative thinking has enabled Prenda Law Inc. to become one of the
leading intellectual property law firms in the United States today.

EDUCATION
Mr. Duffy received his law degree (J.D.) from the DePaul University College
of Law, and his Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Chemistry with a minor in Physics and Mathematics from
Elmhurst College.

ADMISSIONS AND REGISTRATIONS
State of Illinois
U.S. District Court for each of the Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois

State of California
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts

District of Columbia
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

Professional Career

Freeborn & Peters, attorney and partner
Winston & Strawn, attorney and partner
Waste Management, environmental engineering
Commonwealth Edison Co., environmental and nuclear engineering

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Mr. Duffy provides pro bono services to three local organizations: the Heartland Alliance, Chicago
Volunteer Legal Services, and the Center for Elder and Disability Law.

About the Firm Firm Resources Attorneys Practice Areas Giving Case Samples

Prenda Law INC. http://www.wefightpiracy.com/paul-duffy.php
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THE BLOG

PRENDA LAW INC. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS BLOG
Please visit our blog to find out about the lastest in the anti-piracy wars.

Home | About the Firm | Firm Resources | Attorneys | Practice Areas | Giving | Case Samples | Terms of Service
© 2012 Copyright 2011 Prenda Law Inc. All Rights Reserved.

You may reproduce materials available at this site for your own personal use and for non-commercial distribution. All copies must include the above copyright notice.
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING DISCLAIMER. The contents of this website should not be construed as legal advice on any specific fact or circumstance. Its content was prepared by Prenda Law Inc. (an
Illinois law firm organized as a limited liability company with its principal office at 161 North Clark Street, Suite 3200, Chicago, Illinois 60601, Ph 1-800-380-0840) for general information purposes only.

Your receipt of such information does not create an attorney-client relationship with Prenda Law Inc. or any of its lawyers. You should not act or rely on any of the information contained here without
seeking professional legal advice. Prior results referred to in these materials do not guarantee or suggest a similar result in other matters. Prenda Law Inc.'s lawyers are licensed in Illinois and a limited

number of other jurisdictions. They and the Firm cannot file actions in all states without associating locally licensed attorneys and/or becoming admitted in that jurisdiction for a limited purpose.
Prenda Law Inc. lawyer responsible for the contents of this website is Paul Duffy.

Prenda Law INC. http://www.wefightpiracy.com/paul-duffy.php
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PEOPLE ALSO VIEWED

Paul Hansmeier
Partner at Alpha Law Firm LLC

Brett Gibbs
Attorney

Nathan Wersal
Legal Research & Writing

Sirh Ryun Stella Dugas
Associate

Show Wang
Law Student

Valerie Wright
Student at Wheaton College

Chris Knowles
Sales at Unishippers

Jeff Glock
--

Jeffrey Powers
Checkpoint World Team Inc

Coby Cathey
Owner, Resolute Academy

Female Entrepreneurs! - Apply Now to the National Association of Professional Women. Register Free.

www.linkedin.com/in/thepirateslayer/ Contact Info

BACKGROUND

SUMMARY

I defend and protect copyright works. Working with law firms and companies across the country, I help
pursue those intent on stealing copyrighted works on the internet (i.e. "pirates").

My practice, and the work I pioneered has been in over three hundred newspapers and I am regularly
involved in litigation before federal appellate courts and state supreme courts.

My goal is to be hated by pirates, loved by clients, and to enjoy the wonderful life god has given me.

Specialties: Copyright Infringement.

EXPERIENCE

Of Counsel
Various Law Firms
November 2011 – Present (1 year 4 months) | Everywhere

If you are reading this, you probably know exactly what I do.

Founding Attorney
Steele Hansmeier PLLC
January 2009 – November 2011 (2 years 11 months) | Chicago

Pioneered the concept of going after people who steal copyrighted works on the internet. Sold client book
to Prenda Law in 2011 and now assist attorneys throughout the country in fighting illegal infringement on
the internet.

Founding Attorney
Steele Law Firm
July 2007 – January 2010 (2 years 7 months) | Chicago

Founding attorney at Steele Law Firm, a Chicagoland law firm focusing on Family Law matters including
divorce, child support, child custody, adoption, and bankruptcy.

President
Bear Education
January 1999 – April 2005 (6 years 4 months)

Managed multiple vocational schools dedicated to computer engineering and network engineering
oriented professions.

PEOPLE SIMILAR TO JOHN

Jenn Spears 3
Attorney at Martson Law Offices
Connect

rd

269
connections

John Steele
Of Counsel to Various Intellectual Property Firms
Greater Chicago Area Law Practice

Current Various Law Firms
Previous Steele Hansmeier PLLC, Steele Law Firm, Bear Education
Education Georgetown University

Connect Send InMail  

3rd
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Mike O'Horo

Andrew Bleiman

Your connections can introduce
you to someone who knows
John
Get introduced

John Steele

IN COMMON WITH JOHN

Built and sold laptop computer equipment. Trained people in computer networking.

SKILLS & EXPERTISE

Catching those who...

EDUCATION

Georgetown University
BA

Activities and Societies: Magna Cum Laude Phi Beta Kappa

University of Minnesota Law School
JD

RECOMMENDATIONS

SEE MORE

“
Bruce Beddard
Vice President

Bruce is a great mortgage consultant who works hard to help people understand not only
their mortgage needs, but issues relating to mortgages such as credit scoring, and FHA
loans.

Bruce is also an excellent basketball player!

January 15, 2009, John was with another company when working with Bruce at mTeam Mortgage
Group

GROUPS

HAPPY LAWYERs 8.
Join

Imerman Angels
Join

Link to Chicago
Join

Linked N Chicago (Li
Join

Solo Attorney Practit
Join

e-LEGAL
Join

… …

…

FOLLOWING

You

1
School

Given (1)
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Full profiles for 3rd-degree connections are available
only to premium account holders. Upgrade your account »

PEOPLE ALSO VIEWED

Paul Hansmeier
Partner at Alpha Law Firm LLC

Show Wang
Law Student

Padraigin Browne
Associate Attorney at Shumaker &
Sieffert

Luqman Lawal
Graduate consultant

Heiko Carstens
Senior Manager Consulting FS bei
KPMG

John Steele
Of Counsel to Various Intellectual
Property Firms

Alexis Orenstein
Corporate Associate at Simpson
Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Xiyan Zhang
Attorney, P.E.

Rory Wellever
Associate at Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Reynaldo Quinones
Attorney at Riguer Silva, LLC

Female Entrepreneurs! - Apply Now to the National Association of Professional Women. Register Free.

PEOPLE SIMILAR TO MICHAEL

Reynaldo Quinones
Attorney at Riguer Silva, LLC
Connect

28
connections

Michael Dugas
Associate Attorney at Prenda Law Inc.
Minneapolis, Minnesota Law Practice

Education University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
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    * This disposition is not appropriate for publication and is not precedent
except as provided by 9th Cir. R. 36-3.

1

NOT FOR PUBLICATION

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

 FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT 

In re: ESTATE OF FERDINAND E.
MARCOS HUMAN RIGHTS
LITIGATION,

CELSA HILAO; ADORA FAYE DE
VERA,

                     Plaintiffs - Appellees,

   v.

THE ESTATE OF FERDINAND E.
MARCOS,

                     Defendant - Appellant.

No. 11-15487

D.C. No. 1:03-cv-11111-MLR

MEMORANDUM*

Appeal from the United States District Court
for the District of Hawaii

Manuel L. Real, District Judge, Presiding

Argued and Submitted October 15, 2012  

Honolulu, Hawaii

FILED
OCT 24 2012

MOLLY C. DWYER, CLERK
U.S. COURT OF APPEALS

Case: 11-15487     10/24/2012          ID: 8374723     DktEntry: 27-1     Page: 1 of 4
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1 The underlying damages judgment in an action against Marcos by Hilao
expired in 2005 pursuant to Hawaii’s ten-year statute of limitations for civil
judgments. Haw. Rev. Stat. § 657-5.

2 The contempt judgment was issued in 2011, and it covered the failure of
Marcos to pay the court’s contempt sanction from 1995 to 2005.

2

Before: REINHARDT, THOMAS, and PAEZ, Circuit Judges.

The Estate of Ferdinand E. Marcos (hereinafter “Marcos”) appeals a

$353,600,000 contempt judgment awarded to a class of human rights victims

(hereinafter “Hilao”). Marcos argues on appeal that, because the underlying

damages judgment expired in 20051 and because the $100,000 per day contempt

sanction upon which the contempt judgment was based was coercive in nature,2 the

contempt judgment is unenforceable. We review findings of civil contempt and the

amount of a civil contempt sanction for abuse of discretion. FTC v. Affordable

Media, LLC, 179 F.3d 1228, 1229 (9th Cir. 1999). Underlying factual findings are

reviewed for clear error. Id. We have jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1291, and we

affirm.

Marcos’s argument is likely waived. The argument that Marcos made in the

district court was that the contempt judgment was unenforceable under state law,

because it had expired under Haw. Rev. Stat. § 657-5. The district court rejected

this argument, and Marcos did not appeal that determination, although it did appeal

Case: 11-15487     10/24/2012          ID: 8374723     DktEntry: 27-1     Page: 2 of 4
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3 Marcos has conceded that a compensatory contempt judgment is
enforceable even when the underlying damages judgment has expired.

3

the decision. Marcos now argues on appeal that the contempt judgment is

unenforceable under federal law, because coercive sanctions are unenforceable

when the underlying damages judgment has expired. This is a new argument, and

we “do[] not consider an issue not passed upon below.” Dodd v. Hood River Cnty.,

59 F.3d 852, 863 (9th Cir. 1995) (internal quotation and citation omitted). Marcos

contends that it “obliquely” made this argument in its December 2010 status report

statement. We agree that this reference was oblique; it was, in fact, a single

sentence of a single paragraph of a five-page memorandum to the district court.

Moreover, the paragraph lacked legal citation and began with “Put another way,”

suggesting that Marcos was simply restating the state law argument in different

terms. Thus, Marcos did not raise this argument “sufficiently for the trial court to

rule on it.” Whittaker Corp. v. Execuair Corp., 953 F.2d 510, 515 (9th Cir. 1992)

(quoting In re E.R. Fegert, Inc., 887 F.2d 955, 957 (9th Cir. 1989)). 

Independent of waiver, we reject Marcos’ argument on the merits. Even if

Marcos is correct that the contempt sanction was coercive, it was also clearly

compensatory.3 The district court ordered that the $100,000 per day sanction be

paid to the plaintiff, Hilao, not the court. See Falstaff Brewing Corp. v. Miller
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Brewing Co., 702 F.2d 770, 779-80 (9th Cir. 1983). Additionally, the district court

explained that the $100,000 per day amount was “necessary and appropriate”

because Marcos’s contumacious conduct was causing direct harm to Hilao,

including $55,000 per day from lost interest and additional losses due to Marcos’s

dilatory tactics. Because a contempt sanction can be both coercive and

compensatory, U.S. v. United Mine Workers of America, 330 U.S. 258, 303-04

(1947); Union of Prof. Airmen v. Alaska Aeronautical Ind., Inc., 625 F.2d 881, 883

(9th Cir. 1979), and because no party has asked the court to allocate the $100,000

per day amount between compensatory and coercive components, the district court

did not abuse its discretion in treating the entirety of the $100,000 per day sanction

as compensatory.

In view of the above, we hold that the $353,600,000 contempt judgment is

properly enforceable by Hilao.

AFFIRMED. 
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