
 



Baby    -     Near Wanstonia 

Recorded by a stretch of the A12, built in east London in the 

1990s, 'Near Wanstonia'  is an atmospheric journey, a 

distillation of a rich variety of sounds. 

 

Almost twenty years ago, large scale protests against the 

construction of the road were ignored and Wanstonia was one 

of several 'free states' set up by occupying environmental 

activists along the proposed route. 

 

The album, although at times resonant of sadness felt, is also a 

resilient, optimistic and an occasionally humorous expression 

of sonic life by the fast lane. 

 

Previously known as Vole and ViV, the group’s third release is 

also a photographic exhibition with the recordings. 



Track Details 

 

1    Adam Bushell – cymbals 

2    Kristin Mclement – vocal 

3    Keisuke Matske and Will Miles – guitars 

4    Adam Bushell and Will Miles – vibraphone and guitar 

5    Dylan Nyoukis – vocal 

6    Chris Cook – sitar 

7    Adam Bushell – vibraphone 

8    Kristin Mclement – vocal 

9    Richard Sanderson - melodeon, samples and filters 

10   Adam Bushell and Chris Cook - vibraphone and guitar 



 

 

11   A blackbird 

12   Bela Emerson - cello & electronics 

13   Nick Wilsdon - samples and electronics 

14   Alistair Strachan - cornets 

15   Will Miles - guitar 

16   Adam Bushell - vibraphone 

17   Kristin Mclement - vocal 

18   Deborah Nash -Harp 

19   Will Miles - guitar 

20   Richard Sanderson – Melodeon 



 

Chris Cook 



 

Dylan Nyoukis 



A Personal Perspective 

When I was asked to play my melodeon by the side of a 

road, I had little idea of what to expect- it seemed a quite 

bizarre idea, and frankly not that sonically promising. 

When I arrived at the Ballardian location most of these 

recordings were made, I was completely unprepared for 

the almost overwhelming sound the traffic made – a 

gigantic surf-like roar. As I sat on a rickety chair on a 

vaguely vertiginous balcony, with my back to the rushing 

traffic I could feel my mind emptying as I sought a way to 

commune with this extraordinary din. Like others, I found 

playing quietly and slowly seemed an appropriate 

response- in contrast to the sound of thousands of 

humans rushing by. It’s not for me to judge whether it 

works, but I am grateful to Baby for inviting me to take part 

and involving me in a unique and unforgettable 

experience. 

-Richard Sanderson, November 2012  



 



NEAR WANSTONIA PRE-LAUNCH EVENT AND 

PRIVATE VIEW 

 

7TH DECEMBER 2012 @ THE 491 GALLERY, GROVE 

GREEN ROAD, LEYTONSTONE, LONDON E114AA 

 

UPSTAIRS : NEAR WANSTONIA PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EXHIBITION 

 

DOWNSTAIRS LIVE : FOULKSTONE,  ALLEN 

STRACHNID, H00VES, BABY, BELA EMMERSON, NICK 

WILSDON ... 

 

 



 

Sylvia Saunders 



 

The original high quality sound files and photographs can 

be found here –  

http://www.babbby.com/nearwanstonia/ 

Further information on Baby can be found here – 

http://www.babbby.com 

The M11 Link Road Protest- 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M11_link_road_protest 

http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2004/02/285484.html 

Linear Obsessional Recordings- 

http://linearobsessional.weebly.com 

 

 



 



Baby -   Biographical notes 

A spontaneous free improvisation in an old post office squatted by the group in the Autumn of 

1999 signaled the beginning of their work. It remains unclear who the participants were - apart 

from members of Baby, several ‘audience’ participated. 

The artists went on to occupy several buildings, a neglected village hall, disused commercial 

properties, starlit hillsides for the night - creating art out of their environments, events mixing 

composed and improvised elements. 

In 2002 a transmitter on the roof of a former shop in Air St. Brighton, where the group had held 

a Halloween event, began sending out their audio via the local radio 4a network, a relationship 

still running on the internet today. 

Here the group’s practice of improvising without reference to structure has led to the latter 

description ‘acoustic noise,’ although in fact the radio show also includes electronics and 

samples, artificial intelligence, spoken word and harmonic and melodic elements being 

improvised. 

While early audiences occasionally danced when the group mixed vinyl into their improvisation, 

it wasn’t until 2003 that an audience member began doing contemporary dance. Baby have 

since continued working with dancers. 

2004 was the year the band started guesting ‘folk’ vocalists including Mary Hampton who later 

went on to create her own group comprising members of Baby. Mary still guests on recordings 

and performances by the band. 

In May 2006 the ensemble premiered their noise piece ‘my tinnitus’ in the Brighton festival. 

Essentially the work is the installation of a high pitched sine wave of duration, a minimum three 

days, with visual and dance representations, where the musicians ‘attempt to create music out 

of what might be disturbance’.   



 

After some debate about the validity of trying to capture music, 2006 was also the year the 

band made their first release. ‘Vole radio 1’, an ep originally available on 3inch cds, comprises 

a variety of improvisations from early radio shows. 

In 2008 the group began working with theatre and film director Rikki Tarascas. At first 

performing a largely improvised comedy piece, the group later went on to work with Rikki on 

new short stories by cult sci-fi author Jeff Noon culminating in live performance/readings with 

the group composing for and improvising with the texts. 

In 2009 the group started making and editing short films and video art and doing live 

soundtrack performances. 

Their debut album ‘sea shells listening’ comprised a mixture of composed and improvised 

elements recorded in various locations around Brighton. Difficult to categorize, with plenty of 

contrast, the deliberation of letting style emerge naturally from attempts to create original work 

makes for an oddly cohesive journey. It was released in November 2009, and was met with a 

lot of nice reviews. 

In 2010, apart from radio shows and along with regular gigs in the south of England, the group 

focused into a quartet to record improvisations. Completed in 2011, an album of these 

recordings will now be released in  2013 as Baby moved by a very busy stretch of the A12 

road in east London in 2012 and  subsequently created ‘Near Wanstonia’- a second album and 

photographic exhibition launched this December. 

 

 



 



 


