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“Full many a gem of purest ray serene
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear;
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen
And waste its sweetness in the desert air.”
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“You then mention that some have written to you saying, that they
desire that the Syrian Church in India should be independent; that they
should manage their own affairs and elect their own Bishops, and then, of
course, ordain one another. But a Bishop may not ordian a Bishop - such a
thing is not allowable in our Church; and, moreover, even if a hundred
Bishops were collected together to ordain a Bishop our Church would not
recognise him, neither would his ordination be valid, for such ordination,
according to the Canons of our Church, belongs to the Patriarch alone.”
(Letter dated 19th Sept. 1874)
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Q: Are the clergies forbidden to marry?

A: Yes. They are forbidden. Exodus 16:4. The people shall go out and
gather a certain rate every day. See. This verse surely forbids the people to
gather more than they were allowed.

The same verse which allows a widow to be chosen having been the
wife of one man; forbids to take a widow twice or thrice married, which
further proves that she has been also prohibited to continue her former
work. if she again be married after election. In like manner the same verse
which allows the husband of one wife forbids the husband twice or thrice
married to be chosen as a clergy and he has been likewise prohlblled from
continuing his duty if he marries after his ordination.

Q: 1 Cor. 7:9. Itis better to marry than to burn. Heb. 13:4. Marriage is
honorable in all and the bed undefiled & C. Because the marriage is honor-
able & C. Is it not then good for a clergy to marry, if he burn.

A: If we examine the context of the chapter, we can know that it
refers to the marriage of the laity, but not to that of a clergy.

The marriage which the Apostle mentions in his epistles to Timoty &
Titus is truly good and undefiled to the clergies. And some would say the
marriage which this verse speaks of refers to the clergies too, so that they
can marry lest they fall into any temptation, although he cannot prove from
it that such clergies can still continue in their office.

If those widows deprived of such qualification as are defined by the
Apostle were not thought fit to the service of the Apostles or of the Church.
How can those ministers deprived of the like qualifications befitted to the
ministry of the church of Christ.
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