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” Dr.Mathews Mar Severios

Axe Orthodox Christians “Born Again™?

This is a strange question now a days asked
by certain members of the Pentecost movement
to members of the traditional Christian
Churches. This is unheard in the last 2000 years
of our Christian tradition. The statement of
Jesus Christ to Nicodemus that “unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(In.3.3) was further clarified by Himself pointing
towards Holy Baptism in the following verse
(jn.3.5) saying “unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God”
fulfilling the prophecy of
John the Baptist concer ning
the mission of Christ
(Jn.1.33). But the question
above presupp oses two
classes of Christians-a born
again Christian
(Pentecostals) and second
class or “luke-warm” Christ
ians(orthodox or other
members of the traditio nal
churches). Those who

6 ¢, terilolio

Hence the four ideas connected with the
Christian Baptism namely, Rebirth,
Kingdom of Heaven, Sonship and Eternal
Life are fulfilled in Christian baptism. Thus
the reality of “born again” is more than
just forgiveness of sins through the
washing in the water of Baptism or a
mental acceptance of Jesus Christ as
saviour and accepting His teachings. It is
our union with God through Christ, aright  to
and full relationship with the Holy Trinity
(Matt.28.19), through the Word of God

consider them selves as “born again” Christians
consider themselves accepting Jesus Christ as
their personal saviour, having a personal
salvation experience and believing a
fundamentalist or “‘evangelical theology’ and all
others are not considered to be “born again”.
This has created an unwanted aversion in the
minds of Orthodox Christians to consider them
as born again Christians.

What does it mean really by the phrase
“born again” in John 1.3 & 5? The Greek
original to this phrase is “ANOTHEN”. It has
three meanings:
“from the beginning”
(radically), “again”
(second time) and
“from above”(from
God). In Christian
baptism all the three
meanings are well
guarded. Thr ough
the baptism we begin
“walk in the
newness of life”
(Rom. 6.4-a radical
beginning) through “a

maloenid 2015



(Tit.3.5-asecond birth) and have -

“become children of God by the : living stones, spiritual :

wash ing of regeneration and the ;

renewing of the Holy Spirit” : Moreover, through ;

. baptism we are made by somebody else than the

will of God” (Jn.1.12, 13-from

The phrase “born again”

- indicates that the action is done

. recipient. God gives birth to some

house and holy . one to be His child. It is the work

above) through the abundant - priesthood to offer up ;

mercy of God the Father Espiritual
Peter.1.3) Hence the four ideas :
(1Peter.1.3) Hence the four ideas rouah Jeaus Chiist

sacrifice - of God or His grace works in
. rebirth. Faith or the intellectual
acceptable to God : .

- understanding or the strong

connected with the Christian -
Baptism namely, Rebirth, : (1Peter
Kingdom of Heaven, Sonship and Eternal Life
are fulfilled in Christian baptism. Thus the reality
of “born again” is more than just forgiveness of
sins through the washing in the water of
Baptism or a mental acceptance of Jesus Christ
as saviour and accepting His teachings. It is
our union with God through Christ, a right and
full relationship with the Holy Trinity
(Matt.28.19), through the Word of God which
lives and abides in our lives(1Peter 1.22,23),
appropriating the salvific death and resurrection
in dying and rising up with Christ (Rom.6.3-5)
through the symbolic stepping down to the
baptismal water and coming out of it, becoming
children of light wearing a new white cloth as
its symbol. Moreover, through baptism we are
made living stones, spiritual

2.4.5). - decision of the recipient doesn’t
. work by itself in his rebirth. It is
only an act of submitting his preparedness to
receive that blessing of regeneration. Thus the
will of God works in bestowing the grace of
baptism and the willingness of the recipient is
barely limited to his being brought to God. Jesus
healed the paralytic considering the faith of
those who brought him near and not of the
paralytic in the healing power of Jesus (Mk.2.1-
12). Hence a grown up or an infant can be
brought to Baptism by the faithful of the Church
so that he may be born again solely by the grace
of God. The measure of our faith in Jesus
Christ is a growing reality. Nobody can claim
at any age that he has the fullness of faith in
Jesus Christ. Moreover, it is the duty of a
responsible parent to bring his child before

Jesus Christ to be born

house and holy priesthood to
offer up spiritual sacrifice
acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ (1Peter 2.4-5).
Baptism is initiation to these
blessings through which we
have to grow in to the full
stature of salvation by the
Word of God (1 Peter 2.1-
2), both pronounced and
became flesh (Jn.1.1-2; 1.14)
who gave us His body to eat
and His blood to drink so that
we may dwell in Him and He
inus (Jn.6.56).

ﬁobody can claim at any ag
that he has the fullness of faith

in Jesus Christ. Moreover, it is
the duty of a responsible parent
to bring his child before Jesus
Christ to be born again as early
as possible i.e., to be initiated in
the growth of spiritual life without
the request of the infant as the
parent cares for the physical
growth of his child as early as
possible with out the request of
the infant. “Let the little children
come to me, and do not forbid
them; for of such is the kingdom

Qf heaven” (Mtt.19.14)/

again as early as
possible i.e., to be
initiated in the growth
of spiritual life without
the request of the infant
as the parent cares for
the physical growth of
his child as early as
possible with out the
request of the infant.
“Let the little children
come to me, and do
not forbid them; for of
such is the kingdom of
heaven” (Mtt.19.14).

7 ¢, @i
K«f@
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Another interesting doubt of the so called
“born again” Christians is about the beginning
and development of grace as well as faith in an
infant as it is lacking intellectual ability and
rational power. This is the same age old

“Baptize the children first, and if they can
speak for themselves let them do so.
Otherwise, let their parents or other relatives
speak for them” (Hippolytus, Apostolic
Tradition, 21.15,c.215 A.D)

question Nicodemus asked
to Jesus when He told him
about the New Birth from
the Holy Spirit. “How can
these things be?” (Jn.3.9).
Jesus answered telling him
that the work of the Holy
Spirit is a mystery
incomprehensible to the
human mind. Our lack of
understanding does not
prevent us using and
enjoying the benefits which

“If, by Baptism, Christ
intends to attest the
absolution by which He
cleanses his Church, it
would seem not
equitable to deny this
attestation to the infants
, who are justly deemed
part of the Church,
seeing they are called
heirs of the heavenly

Martin Luther and John
Calvin, the two primary
founders of the Protestant
Reformation, both believed in
infant baptism:

“Of'the baptism of the children
we hold that children ought to
be baptized. For they belong to
the promised redemption made
through Christ, and the Church
should administer it to them”

a motor car or electricity or

kingdom”

(Martin  Luther, The
SmalcalArticles, Article v; Of
Baptism,1537).

“If, by Baptism, Christ intends

Television or Radio or
computer or mobile phone confers. A patient
who takes medicine without knowing the ways
of its process of curing the illness trusts in the
doctor who prescribes it for him. Therefore a
child brought for baptism without knowing the
works of regeneration in him through the power
of the Holy Spirit can enjoy the blessings of
Baptism and be nurtured by the grace of the
Holy Spirit. Salvation is what we receive and
not what we achieve. It is not a reward or
wages according to the measure of our faith,
but a free gift from God.

The earliest reference to the child or infant
baptism is in the “Apostolic Tradition” of
Hippolitus, about 215 A. D.

to attest the absolution by which He cleanses
his Church, it would seem not equitable to deny
this attestation to the infants , who are justly
deemed part of the Church, seeing they are
called heirs of the heavenly kingdom” (John
Calvin, Institutions of the Christian
Religion,1559).

There are only a minority of Protestants
who do not practice Infant Baptism.

In the new birth a true mystery takes place.
In the Sacrament of Baptism we die, entering
into the baptismal Pond of water by which we
are united with Christ in His death. As we come
out from the water we live again rising up with
his resurrected humanity. Thus we are born
againtobe children of God.
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lt is but human to always first notice the
negativities about something or someone.
Biblical content is no exception. One such
unfortunate character we see in the Bible is
Mary Magdalene. Legends about Mary
abound. Unfortunately, this dedicated
follower of Jesus is popularly recognized with
certain false rumors and unproven tainted facts
in her life.

“Magdalene” refers to Magdala, a town near
Tiberias (in present day Israel), where Mary,
although uncertain, probably would have lived
or grown up, thus rendering her name as Mary
Magdalene or Mary of Magdala to distinguish
her from the various other contemporary
Marys mentioned in the Gospels. Although she
is frequently identified with the former
prostitute or the sinful woman who anointed
Jesus’ feet with ointment and wiped it with
her hair, the truth remains that there is
absolutely no situation.

Biblical evidence or clue to directly prove
this. Certain fictitious writers claim that legends
have existed from earlier centuries stating that
Mary Magdalene was married to Jesus and
gave birth to three children, the third being
the legendary ‘grail child’. Further on, some
historical and Biblical scholars suggest that
Mary Magdalene may have been the author
of the Fourth Gospel, today known as ‘the
Gospel according to St. John’, and that she
was in fact the “beloved disciple” described

i)
2 ¢
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in that gospel. All these however remain
legends yet to be proved with certainty.

So, if Mary Magdalene wasn’t a prostitute,
didn’t anoint Jesus’ feet, wasn’t married to
Jesus, and didn’t write the Fourth Gospel, what
then do we really know about her? Chapter 8
in the Gospel according to St. Luke introduces
this Mary to us in the list of women who
provided for Jesus and the disciples out of their
resources (v3). Although the account states that
she was freed from seven demons (v2), it is
not clear as to what kind of bondage she was
freed from. Mental illness, physical illness,
sexual sin - we don’t know. What we do know
is that Mary was restored to health when she
was freed and given new life in Jesus. We can
infer that she loved Jesus deeply. Not only was
she present at Jesus’ crucifixion (Jn 19:25) and
burial (Mtt27:61), but she was also one of the
devoted women who came early in the morning
to the empty tomb on the Sunday after the
burial (Mrk 16:1). Mary Magdalene was the
first one to actually see the resurrected Jesus
(Mrk 16:9) and according to John (20:2) ‘ran’
to tell the news to others. Though Mary
Magdalene has often been misunderstood, she
is in reality a classical model of how to love
Jesus completely.

First of all, we learn persistence from Mary
Magdalene. When Mary arrived at Jesus’
tomb early in the morning, she was shocked
to see that the huge rock which sealed the
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tomb was gone. Immediately, she
went to get help, thinking that the
body had been stolen. After the
disciples came and saw it for
themselves, they went back home.
But not Mary. She persistently
remained at the tomb. She probably
didn’t expect to see Jesus, but
neither did this persistent woman
pull herself away nor did she give
up. If we reflect on our lives, we
may be surprised to see how many
times we give up on God too
quickly. We say a quick prayer
asking God to help, and when we
don’t hear a positive answer in a
day or two, we wonder why God
ignored our prayer. We ask God to
intervene in a situation and then we
solve the problem ourselves or take
itinto our own hands. We move on

Mary Magdalene holds a
unique place in the history of
Jesus. She was the first one
to find the empty tomb on
Easter and the only one, in
the gospel of John, to meet
Jesus face to face. We can
learn a lot from her, but
especially, we can learn from
her persistence in waiting for
Jesus, her sincerity in
searching for Jesus, and her
enthusiasm in telling others
about Jesus. Her witness to
us is inspiring. Wait on Jesus
persistently. Search for Jesus
sincerely. Enthusiastically tell
others about Jesus. And our
devotion to Jesus will shine
forth in everything we do.

know. She just opened her
heart and said what she felt.
Mary single-heartedly
sought the return of the
body of Jesus whom she
loved.

Finally, we learn
enthusiasm from Mary
Magdalene. Once she
realized that the gardener to
whom she was speaking
was her precious teacher
(‘Rabboni’), she could not
hold back her enthusiasm.
When Jesus told her to go
share the news of his
resurrection with the others,
she literally ‘ran’ to tell them.
For her role in telling the
Apostles about the
resurrection, she is also

too quickly when there’s no immediate action.
Mary Magdalene persisted. She waited. She
wanted to see Jesus even though it looked
impossible, so she stayed. We can see her
heart all the way through. When a man who
she assumed to be the gardener asked what
she was looking for, she said, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have put
him, and I will get him.” She sincerely believed
that she could carry Jesus’ body back to the
tomb. She knew that if she could found his
body, she would find the strength to carry him
back to his tomb, no matter how impossible
it seemed. She did not hide how she felt. She
did not give explanations that she couldn’t

given the title “Apostle to the Apostles”.

Mary Magdalene holds a unique place in
the history of Jesus. She was the first one to
find the empty tomb on Easter and the only
one, in the gospel of John, to meet Jesus face
to face. We can learn a lot from her, but
especially, we can learn from her persistence
in waiting for Jesus, her sincerity in searching
for Jesus, and her enthusiasm in telling others
about Jesus. Her witness to us is inspiring.
Wait on Jesus persistently. Search for Jesus
sincerely. Enthusiastically tell others about
Jesus. And our devotion to Jesus will shine
forth in everything we do. &
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Binisha Elza Joseph

Ghildhood

All childhood is an emigration,
Some are slow,

leaving you standing, resigned,
up an avenue.

Where no one knows to stay
Others are sudden,

You accent wrong

Corneas which seem similar
leading to unimagined

pebbles dashed estates, big boys
eating worms and shouting words
You don’t understand

But you know that,

It is the only flowering season
Which makes your memories

the everlasting desirables.
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Hearty Congratulations !!!
SSL.C, CBSE Merit Award Winners from our Diocese

Kolenchery St Peters & St Pauls
Heavenna Jose, Basil P Varghese
Liya Sara Peter Basil Mary Eldho
Dewmol John,John Varghese
Kadamattom St George
Alan Binoy, Anjana Kuriakose,
Eldhose Abraham
Onakkoor St Marys
Sneha Varghese, Basil Anil
Mannookkunnu St Marys
Serin Saji, Anuja George
Peruva St Marys
Teenu Elizabath Raju,Shaino Merin George
Augstiny Raju, Angel Sunny
Perumbadavam St George
Alwin Thambi ,Varghese Reji
Puthuveli St Johns
Gheevarghese John
Valamboor St Marys
Angelin Andrews
, Karmelkkunnu St George ('}
Annie Roy John, Sleeba Paul, Amal Sabu |
Maravanthuruthu Mar Augen
Basil Sajeev
Kizhumuri St George
Stephy Issac ,Esther George
Parel St Peters & St Pauls
Biji Binoy
Pampakuda St Johns
Aleena Mary Ben, Anu P M, Betcy Jose
Dency John, Milka Raju,
Anaha Susan James, Basil Benny,
| Aleena Rajan, Sandra Manoj, Bilha Reji,
Ooramana Galeelakkunnu

Elizabeth Joy
Kunnackal West
) Ammu Kuriachan, Aswathy Thomas .
maloenid 2015
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